IV
Recommendal ions
The Committee has reviewed federal risk assessment for hazards to public health, particularly for cheinica ly induced cancer, and has presented its findings cor erning the nature of risk assessment, the nature and util ty of risk inference guidelines, and the effects of alte native organizational arrangements on risk assessment.  1 e Committee's review leads to the general observation t at the process of risk assessment, as performed by and fc federal regulatory agencies, has been developing rapj ly in recent years, both with respect to its scientific asis and with respect to the agencies' organizational a range-ments. Change this rapid is bound to lead to misu der-standing about the use of risk assessment in regul tory policy-making, particularly if some misconstrue ri k assessment to be a strictly scientific undertaking  Much of the criticism of risk assessment stems from dis atis-faction with regulatory outcomes, and many proposa s for change are based largely on the unwarranted assump ion that altering the administrative arrangements for isk assessment would lead to regulatory outcomes that cities will find less disagreeable. Because risk assessir nt is only one aspect of risk management decision-making however, even greatly improved assessments will not eliminate dissatisfaction with risk management dec sions.
The Committee believes that the basic problem w th risk assessment is not its administrative setting, Dut rather the sparseness and uncertainty of the scien ific knowledge of the health hazards addressed. Reorga Lza-tion of the risk assessment function will not crea e the data and underlying knowledge that assessors need > make risk assessments more precise. We hold that the m st productive path to a solution has three parts:
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